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PRICE LATER

Once frost goes out of the roads, it’s about 
that time grain bins can go out of condition. 
Our price later in Forest City and Kiester is 
now available for you to deliver your grain 
and have until September 30 to price it 
out. We sincerely feel that grain markets, 
unless there is a major weather event, are 
in a limited trading range. Every time prices 
run to the top of the range we buy bushels. 
We also see no dramatic shift in our region 
in switching of corn or bean acres. Boring 
Marketing 101! 

CHILL OUT

The first 24 to 36 hours after a corn seed is planted is critical. If conditions are too cold, the moisture 
absorbed by the seed could cause outside cells of the kernel to swell and rupture. The process is called 
imbibitional chilling. The results are failed germination, leafing out underground, and corkscrewed 
mesocotyls. Anytime soil temps at that time go under 50 degrees in the seed zone, chances for 
damage rise dramatically.

SKELETON TREES

An old farmer’s tale states that, “Snow that 
sticks to the north side of trees will be the last 
of the season.” Our area has had three major 
storms this winter season each resulting in 10 
to 13 inches of snow. Each storm saw a low 
pressure system track across the Iowa –Missouri 
border. Ground zero is normally 150-200 miles 
north of its track.

The Farmers Almanac is predicting March having 
normal temps and below normal precipitation. 
ISU’s Elywnn Taylor is predicting above trend 
yields, but those who watch the ice cover on the 
Great Lakes see ice cover as one of the lowest 
in last 30 years. Each time that has happened 
yields were below trend lines.

AGRICULTURE DAY - MARCH 21    

The math is simple - 340 million Americans divided by 2.2 million farmers means one farmer 
feeds 155 other Americans. In reality, the bulk of America’s food source is produced by under 
a million farms much like we have here in Iowa and Minnesota. Over 90 percent of our farms 
are operated by individuals or families that might be associated by business arrangement in a 
corporation or LLC. There probably is not a group of Americans that our great country depends 
upon everyday more than our farmers. A reminder of their importance is just how fast grocery 
store shelves can go barren with a blizzard in the forecast! Thank You Farmers!!

2017 FARMER’S SHARE

One pound of bacon.............. $.82 
Six pack of beer...................... $.05 
Dozen eggs............................. $.55 
5 pounds of potatoes............. $.59 per bag
Bread..................................... $.10 per loaf 
Cereal..................................... $.06 per box
1 gallon milk........................... $1.29 
Rib eye....................................$2.02 per pound

TRASH TALK

With today’s high yielding corn plants also comes a lot of trash. How a farmer processes stalk trash will 
have a direct effect on the next crop. Practical Farmers conducted a two year test on the difference 
between a corn head chopper, stalk stompers, and a rolling chopper basket. The results showed there 
was a two year, 23.6 bushel per acre yield advantage in using the corn head chopper over the other 
two. The reasons given included more residue in contact with soil, increasing soil micro-activity and 
reducing nitrogen tie up. A regular pull behind stalk chopper would produce like results.



DOWN AT THE CARDTROLS   

Our new pumps are working well except we 
have a little glitch in the high speed diesel!! We 
think we have the culprit in hand but want to 
suggest if you are using the north diesel pump to 
pay attention when your final gallons are being 
pumped. Sometimes it is slow to shut off. Winners 
of free fuel are Maynard Breck, Misty Juveland, 
and Nancy Troe at Forest City and Ed Niebuhr in 
Kiester. Pumpin it Back 2 U recipients for March 
will be Dollars for Scholars and Kiester for a Cure.

UPGRADES FOR OUR CUSTOMERS’ BENEFIT

The feed department has just completed two upgrades that will greatly increase our efficiency in 
serving our customers. First, the cattle mill in Leland has replaced the one ton mixer with a three 
ton mixer and the inclusion of liquid molasses. This has increased overall efficiency along with the 
capability of producing higher quality finished feed at a lower cost. Second, we have replaced the 
tandem 15 ton truck out of Kiester with a new chassis and reconditioned the old box. We think this 
will increase the reliability and decrease the repairs necessary on the old truck. We’re ready to roll!!!
 
Safety has always been an important consideration for our employees. With temperatures getting 
warmer, we will be able to be outside more and a good time to evaluate and replace ladders and 
lids of feed bins. There are some bins at some of our delivery points that just are not safe. Broken or 
no ladders and bricks or rocks holding lids down are not safe for everyone involved. It increases the 
chances of slipping and/or falling which no one wants to happen. If you know you have a bin that 
needs attention, please call us and we will work with you on repairing or replacing. We are compiling 
a list of bins that have problems and are unsafe and will be contacting the owners to work out a 
solution. We have a good team of delivery men and would like to keep it that way by keeping safety 
at the forefront.

BY MITCH THORSON

POLITICS AT PLAY OR WORK?

With the markets basically in a coma, all of 
a sudden they open Tuesday, February 28, 
18 cents up on corn and 30 cents on beans. 
Apparently, leaders of the ethanol industry 
have presented a deal to President Trump 
to revamp the Renewable Fuels Standard 
(RFS). According the proposal, the RFS 
would switch the blending quotas from the 
refiners’ responsibility to the fuel blenders’. 
The Obama administration had rejected the 
idea but now this new proposed executive 
order would allow the changes, including 
increasing the national ethanol blend to 
15 percent year around. That’s a huge 
benefit to American agriculture, sending the 
message to the market of increased demand 
for corn and beans. Most engines made in 
the past 15 to 20 years will handle the 15 
percent blend and 15 percent is the leader 
in the new “blender pumps” installed in the 
last three years. Promises made look like 
promises kept right now and the markets 
approve.

DIRTY BUSINESS

Today’s expensive and complicated engines require the best in lubrication. And oil’s quality, not the 
price, is what counts in the long run. Most people think that a typical 15W-40 is a 15 weight to 40 
weight grade. But the truth is the W stands for winter not weight. Oils are tested at 0 degrees and 212 
degrees to see what their weight quality is at those temperature points. Tests have shown that lesser 
quality oils can be all over the board at the 0 degree and 212 degree ends.

Cenex most popular and dependable oils are the Maxtron Synethic and TMS Superlube for everything 
from your lawn mower to your biggest machine. Cenex is so confident in these oils they offer a 
10,000 hour total protection if you use these oils in new engines. There is no deductible and policy is 
transferable to next owner.

Larry Folkerts is the man to see about some terrific bulk prices for the upcoming season!

USDA FARM DEFINITION - 
REALLY?

According to the USDA, a “farm” is anyone who 
sells more than $1000 worth of agricultural 
products. So If you sell one beef cow or two 
acres of soybeans, or nine pigs you are a USDA-
defined farmer! That is why we have 2.2 million 
farmers on the census. America would starve on 
2.2 million farmers producing these amounts. 
A “large farm” is considered $1 million to $2.9 
million in sales and a very large farm over $5 
million. At today’s crop prices, it would take 
around 1700 to 1800 acres of corn and soybeans 
to be classifed as a large farm. Ninety nine per 
cent of all American farms are family owned! We 
celebrate our farmers and food, fiber and fuel!

SPRING PLANTING PLANS                     BY KINGSLEY JOHNSON 

The weather conditions this February have been quite variable. We have recorded record high 
temperatures followed by a winter storm with blizzard conditions. Although the weather has 
been variable, the grain markets have been rather flat, trading within a range. The February 
government report did not cause the market to make any sharp moves upward or downward.

The Planting Intentions report will be watched to see if we have any unexpected shifts in acres 
planted to corn or beans. At this time, it is expected we will have less corn acres and more 
soybean acres planted. The actual shift in acres we plant could be affected by the type of 
spring we have. Many producers like to plant corn as soon as possible and if we have an early 
spring they may plant an extra field or two. A later or wet spring could cause more of a shift to 
soybeans. Another factor in their decision making could be based on financial reasons. Bankers 
are talking to their customers more about the costs of production and profitability of corn vs 
soybeans.

Recently the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry held their first Farm Bill 
hearing on the campus of Kansas State University as the start working on a new Farm Bill. The 
last Farm bill was written in 2014 at a time the ag sector was enjoying higher prices during its 
debate. Now we are in a time of lower income in the ag sector.  With commodity prices dropping 
about 40 percent since the last Farm Bill, it is important for them to include a workable safety 
net for producers.

We appreciate your business and if we can help you in any way please come in and talk with us.

Photo Credit: United Soybean Board


