
Farmers
Co-op Assoc.

Forest City - Leland - Kiester - Buff alo Center - Winnebago

www.farmersca.com

100TH YEAR ANNUAL MEETING
The fi rst annual meeting was held 100 years ago at the Courthouse in Forest City 
so we thought it appropriate to have our 100th review at the Senior Citizens Center 
one half block away. The meeting will start at 7 pm on Thursday, September 
15, 2016. Here are some highlights:

We will be handing out checks to shareholders in the amount of $145,000. Come 
hear the good news, the concerns, and election of directors. See you on the 15th!
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TEST PLOT GUEST NIGHT!

What a great year to see our varieties 
side by side right in our backyard! 
We invite you to see our seed corn 
and soybean line-ups for 2016 on 
Tuesday, September 13 from 
4:30 pm until dark. Our plot is 
two miles south of Forest City on 
the west side of Highway 69. This 
is the time to ask your questions of 
the company reps and bringing 
your fi eld samples of plants or grain 
are encouraged. Many times seed 
sales talk of choosing off ensive or 
defensive varieties; this year we 
needed both with the weather we 
have experienced!!

NEW IN AGRONOMY
By Randy Main

Summer is gone and fall is here! We have been working hard 
the last few months on new pricing and programs for seed 
and chemical. I think you will like the competitive pricing 
structure we set up for you. They are available from your 
sales agronomist. We look forward to doing business with 
you this year!

  
We are also happy to announce that we have hired an 
additional agronomy salesman for Forest City. Mike 
Geitzenauer will be working in conjunction with Jason Adams 
to assist you with anything you may need.

Meet Mike

Mike Geitzenauer has been in the agricultural world since 
graduating from Iowa Lakes Community College. Mike 
started as an applicator and worked his way up to agronomy 
sales and plant manager at his previous company. Mike has 
a vast knowledge of chemical and fertilizer along with a hard 
work ethic. Mike will be out visiting with you over the next few 
weeks to get to know you and your operation. When he’s not 

working, Mike enjoys hunting, fi shing, and spending time with his son, Gunner, who 
is nine months old. Welcome aboard Mike!

Sales    
Other Revenue   
Expenses   
Patronage   
Savings Before Taxes  

Dividend Rates 
Corn and Oats   4.7 cents per bushel
Soybeans   5.12 cents per bushel
Merch and Services  7.57%
Feed and Services  1.36%
Agronomy and Services  1.82%
Petroleum   3.19 cents per gallon
Propane   3.14 cents per gallon

SHUT IT OFF!
Farmers Coop Association cordially invites a La Nina weather system to 
visit our area soon. The opposite of El Nino, La Nina brings warmer and dry 
weather for extended periods of time. With many area farmers receiving over 
30 inches of rainfall since April 1, enough is enough! Our subsoil is full of 
moisture and with crops maturing, most moisture would be banked over the 
winter for 2017.

HOLD YOUR NOSE

The 20 week corn cycle is set to 
bottom. Price later contracts are 
expiring and a huge crop is close 
to harvest. Six year lows in corn 
could be right ahead. In the last two 
marketing years, corn has bottomed 
in September.

Many soybean agronomists are 
predicting the government is on 
the low end of their yield forecast. 
Storage is going to be very tight 
and in some cases very expensive. 
Many predict demand will bottom the 
market but that was said of wheat 
prices 30 days ago and they still 
have been going down. The “blue 
light special” is on at New Orleans 
for your grain and the ships are 
coming – the question is will they 
be too late? If you are an end user, 
it’s time to step up purchases as we 
doubt grain will not be this cheap 90 
days from now!
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DOWN AT THE CARDTROLS CROP YIELD
By Kingsley Johnson

We have recently received crop estimates 
from USDA and the Pro Farmer Crop tour. By 
their estimates it looks like another huge crop 
nationwide. USDA projected a record 175.1 
bushels per acre average corn yield with Pro 
Farmer estimating a corn yield of 170.2 bushels 
per acre. Both of these are large yield estimates 
with large stocks on hand.
 
The projections were closer for soybeans with 
a 48.9 bushel per acre yield estimate by USDA 

compared to Pro Farmers estimate of 49.3 bushels per acre.
 
We have been fortunate in this area to have missed most of the severe storms 
and have received adequate moisture for the crops. In the next month we will 
get a fi rmer grasp on yields nationwide and in your own fi elds.

Now would be a good time to be checking your bin pre-harvest. Be sure to 
look for any leaks in your bin roofs, and foundation, clean and remove all fi nes 
before treating the bin fl oors and aeration ducts. Now is also a good time to 
check for missing bolts or other problems.
 
We look forward to serving you this fall.  Have a good rest of the summer.

SAFETY FIRST WITH FOAMING PITS
By Mitch Thorson

We have been hearing more reports of pits foaming in 
hog barns. This is an extremely dangerous situation. 
The use of alternative feed ingredients such as DDGs 
seems to increase pit foaming.
 
In order for foam to be created, there are three things 
needed: biogas, surfactants, and stabilizers. The 
fi ber in DDGs increases carbon and the potential for 
methane in manure. Protein in the manure acts as 
a stabilizer for the biogas bubbles. Surfactants are 
any materials that change the surface tension of the 

manure. Before attempting to break-up foam, producers should always eliminate 
ignition sources, such as, turning off  pilot lights on heaters, refraining from welding 
and repairs etc. Ventilation rates should be at least 30 CFM so for curtain barns, 
wind speeds should be at least 5 mph. If not, use fans and properly working ceiling 
inlets.
 
There are some products that will help reduce and/or prevent foaming. With harvest 
approaching these products will help make manure application a safer process. The 
Iowa and National Pork boards have very good information on their websites and 
publications for manure application.
 
Have a SAFE harvest.

SUDDEN DEATH
For those of you not directly associated 
with grain farming, sudden death in 
soybeans is a disease that kills a plant 
before its prime and greatly reduces yield 
potential of that fi eld. Sudden death in 
our area fi eld stared around August 1st. 
Compacted soils, like end rows, or soils 
with drainage and compaction problems 
are the starting points. If soybean cyst 
nematodes are in the soil, it compounds 
the spread. It is found both in RR and 
Liberty beans although fi rst reports were 
widely found in Liberty soybean fi elds. 
We are happy to work with you if you 
have SDS in fi nding a solution for you 
for 2017!

WINDSHIELD SURVEYING
Driving country roads and doing some windshield surveys these days fi nds some 
interesting sights. On one side a person sees healthy dark green fi elds ready to 
give the combine yield monitor a great workout. But many times on the opposite 
side are crops that are suff ering from diseases, lack of nitrogen, low fertility, and an 
abundance of water with poor drainage. Corn-on-corn fi elds are now showing rust 
and blight problems and next to worry about is stalk rot.

Some of our farmers test corn stalks this time of the year to see how much nitrogen 
is left in the stalks, if any. It’s simple. By cutting a six inch section of a corn stalk 
eight inches above the ground, the nitrogen gauge on the plant can be revealed. 
Farmers will cut eight to 10 sections from 20 acres and send them to our local labs 
in paper sacks. This low cost practice reveals a lot!

If you’re serious about saving money 
and you drive an E85 fl ex fuel car with 
a yellow gas cap, your day has arrived. 
E85 is now priced 80 cents under E10 
at our pumps. The price of corn is down 
but that’s good for consumers as ethanol 
fuels are down. In fact, right now if you 
have a gas card, you will spend only 
$1.35 per gallon for E85.
 
If you’re a farmer, all the more reason 
why E85 should be your choice. Each 
time you fi ll a 30 gallon E85 pickup truck 
you are burning up 13 bushels of corn. 
Most fl ex fuel cars will spend less than 
$20 fi lling up their tanks – ridiculous! We 
are hoping to double our volume this 
month and our price shows we mean 
business.
 
Free fuel winners are Gary Loeschen, 
Jeremy Hanna, and Jon Hillesland from 
Forest City and Don Van Hove from 
Kiester. Pumpin It Back 2U recipients 
for September will be the Forest City 
Fire Department and Kiester Historical 
Society.

HOUSTON, WE HAVE A PROBLEM
Anybody who has picked up a farm 
magazine has been warned about the 
dreaded weed called palmer amaranth. 
A tall, tree-like plant, it is hard to kill and 
spreads. If you bred burs, buttonweed, 
lambsquarters, and ragweed into 
one tough species it would look like 
palmer amaranth. It has been verifi ed 
that this super weed has been found 
in Winnebago County. Some counties 
are reporting the species being found 
in newly seeded 2016 CRP ground.

BIG CROPS = BIG 
NUTRIENT REMOVAL

Two years of back-to-back of big 
yields are a warning sign that 
probably your “low nutrient light” is 
about to come on and start fl ashing 
on your fi elds. We know crop 
budgets are not good and that is 
all the reason more to grid soil test. 
Physical exams for people show 
possible problem areas and soils 
tests will do the same for your fi elds 
and hopefully help you produce 
effi  ciently. We have the staff  at our 
four agronomy centers to make sure 
your fi elds are healthy – give us a 
call – we will prove it to you!!
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