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SNOW IS FERTILIZER?

We have heard snow on crops is good for them because it contains nitrogen. To the contrary, 
the University of Minnesota tested snow for nitrogen last year and found a nine inch snow 
does contain nitrogen though it only amounts to .3 pounds on an acre of ground. They 
estimate that Midwest farm ground will receive between five and 12 pounds of nitrogen 
per acre from precipitation on a yearly basis.

  BRING IT ON

We can only hope the Farmer’s Almanac forecast for May is correct predicting a month of 
below normal precipitation and above normal temperatures. This week we anticipate the 
arrival of migrating birds like swallows, gross beaks, orioles, and wrens which all eat insects 
to survive. Trouble is it’s been too cold for bug development!

APRIL RAIN TOTALS April 2017 April/May

Forest City 3.79 5.72

Leland 3.87 6.12

Kiester 3.12 4.91

Buffalo Center 2.87 4.72

Winnebago 3.13 4.63

 SYMPATHIES

It doesn’t seem right or fair that some 
parents, whether they are 25 or 95 years 
of age, have to lose a child or grandchild. 
In the past three weeks, our area has 
lost two young men to unfortunate 
accidents. In rural communities those 
losses are shared by many. We convey 
to the Schleuger and Trunkhill families 
our prayers and sympathies in your 
losses.

AND THE WINNER IS?

When it comes to early corn planting, there are two theories farmers choose to practice.

1. Git ‘er Done Theory – The basic rule of this group is, don’t look at the calendar. When 
the ground is fit to plant – PLANT!! Corn doesn’t grow in the sack, you got replant 
insurance, and the earlier the better. Plant in dust – bins will bust. Plant in mud – crop’s 
a dud! These farmers will plant with insulated coveralls on if dirt is fit to plant no matter 
the forecast.

2. Cold Caution Theory – Before you plant corn, check the weather forecast for weather 
36 to 72 hours out after the seed is in the ground. Cold and wet conditions can or will 
affect the germination and early growth producing spotty stands. At $100 per acre for 
seed costs, caution is advised.

Because of recent cold and wet weather, these theories will be put to a major test in the next 
two weeks. If the seed germinates and emerges strong at near planting rates, agronomists 
of the seed companies and universities will be proven wrong. On the other hand, if the 
seed is hindered in emergence or even killed by the cold weather and replanting has to take 
place, researchers in the test labs will stand correct. The unfortunate part is by the time a 
decision is made if to replant, it will be past the optimum desired planting date window.

The biggest test of cold germination is about to happen in a field near you!
PRICE LATER 

We now have free price later for delivering 
your grain, but this comes with a warning. 
Prices may not be any better August 30 
than they are now. There is a potential 
without a weather market for a lot of corn 
to flood the market come late summer. 
Last year’s cash corn low came right when 
late summer price later contracts came 
due. However, weather conditions and 
markets in 2009 and 2013 reflect today’s 
current conditions when a rally occurred. 
Don’t get comatose in your marketing!

CONGRATS
GRADUATES!



DOWN AT THE CARDTROLS   

Lucky winners this month at Forest City are 
Dennis Clark, Laverne Brue, and David Hill 
with Cecil Simonson at Kiester. Pumping it 
Back 2 U recipients this month are Hospice 
of North Iowa and The Kee Theater!

  YOUTH LIVESTOCK PROJECTS
Spring is slowly moving in and 4-H and FFA livestock projects are getting started. These 
projects help teach young people how to care for, and the responsibility of, raising animals. 
We look forward to working with the next generation of livestock producers. 

Showing livestock can open many opportunities for college scholarships, career, and job 
placements. Many employers look favorably at students who had youth projects. They see 
the hard work put in and the responsibility gained as being a plus in future employees. 

Farmers Coop is proud to support our youth in their livestock and all other projects 
they might have. We know youth are our future partners in agriculture whether it be in 
production ag or ag business. And much like a small pig, calf, lamb, chick, or grains, a good 
start is essential for the profitability of food production, a good start for our youth will go a 
long way in their careers and productive lives. 

Again, we look forward to working with you, have fun, and good luck with your projects. 

WELCOME TAYLOR NELSON

Farmers Coop Association is excited to announce the addition of an agronomy account 
manager, Taylor Nelson. He will work jointly with Larry Alne from our Kiester location. 
Taylor is a 2017 graduate of Iowa State University with a degree in Ag Studies and a minor 
in Agronomy. His previous experience includes an internship with WinField United and 
working on his family farm. We look forward to the expertise and energy he will bring to 
the FCA team and patrons. 
 
Also joining us in May are two interns, Bryce and Trevor. Their primary role will be scouting 
fields which includes taking stand counts, checking planting depth and emergence, scouting 
and identifying weeds and other pests in the field, and taking tissue samples.  

Another tool FCA will be utilizing this summer are multi-spectrum NDVI drones. The images 
captured will allow us to quickly and accurately pinpoint problematic areas in a field which 
will then be investigated and verified by an intern. For more information on field scouting 
and drone imagery, please speak with your agronomy account manager.  

The FCA agronomy team wishes you a safe and smooth start to the growing season!

BY MITCH THORSON

BY RANDY MAIN

 BEEF MONTH

We salute our area beef producers and 
encourage the consumption of this fine 
meat by offering all LP bottle tanks to be 
filled for only $8.00!! This has to be the 
most competitive cost for many years. 
Thanks beef producers for making our 
taste buds come to life!

 COYOTE HARVEST

You hear them at night. They are smart 
and evasive. Their range of travel is 25 
miles a day or more. They thrive on 
rodents, rabbits, domestic cats, and our 
pheasant population. One group of local 
coyote hunters harvested 85 specimens 
this past winter in three southern 
Winnebago County townships. There 
will be more than 85 to replace them 
this year!

ALL GAVE SOME – 
SOME GAVE ALL  

Every American should remember this 
on Memorial Day Weekend. Amongst the 
weekend activities take time to remember 
and convey to your children the flags on the 
graves at the cemetery signify people who 
served protecting the rights of all Americans 
to enjoy the freedoms 24/7 and 365 days a 
year. It’s the least we all can do!

AN OPTIMISTIC SPRING                   BY KINGSLEY JOHNSON 

As a whole, farmers are an optimistic group of people. They plant a crop, expecting 
an excellent harvest each year. This is what we need as we end April with cloudy 
weather and snowflakes in the forecast. Planting season this year will start in May for 
a majority of area farmers who we serve. When we get a window of opportunity to 
get our crops in, it will become very busy. Please take the time to be organized. Please 
take the time to consider your actions so you do not make hasty decisions which could 
be costly to you or your operation. 

As we move further into the spring season, please remember to monitor your grain in 
storage. Now would be a good time to consider aerating your bins to bring contents 
closer to outside temps as the weather allows. The grain we have been receiving has 
been in good condition, so we would like to complement our producers for checking 
their stored grain. 

In Washington, DC, the new Secretary of Agriculture, Sonny Perdue, has been 
confirmed. President Trump, who has signed over 30 executive orders on his first 
100 days, recently signed one aimed at agriculture, Promoting Agriculture and Rural 
Prosperity. This order will empower Perdue to review or eliminate some of the current 
regulations that hurt our farmers and rural communities. Trade is another item they 
are looking at. 


