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BLIZZARD OF 2019
                    

The blizzard of 2019 left many images 
of its own. On the Brian and Barb 
Abele farm northwest of Leland, the 
blizzard of 2019 will be remembered 
by this unique picture of the power of 
the storm. Like the strong words of the 
National Anthem this picture “…gave 
proof through the night that our flag 
was still there.” Old Glory on top of a 
15 foot flagpole took a beating, but 
fought to survive.

New 2019 crop sales are behind last year at this time. Bean bookings are at 75 
percent of last year at 75 cents less in price. Corn bookings is only 20 percent of last 
year’s new crop sales at this time and is 12 cents less than a year ago. On basis, we 
have gone from 40 cents under at harvest to mid 30s which is good. Bean basis has 
narrowed a dime from harvest ranging around 90 cents. Where basis goes from here 
is anybody’s guess. We have free price later contracts now until September 30.

FROM THE BACK OFFICE
EARLY SPRING? NOT!

According to recent long range 
forecasts, if the ground hog went on 
the Maury TV show, Maury would 
open the brown envelope and report 
“You said an early spring was coming. 
The test determined that was a lie!”

The deep snow pack will keep 
fieldwork delayed. Almost everything 
white will have to go down the river 
before the frost can come out and that 
means a lot of foggy days. Forecasts of 
high water and spring flooding in both 
the Ohio and lower Mississippi River 
Basin means our Northern snow pack 
will be in the cheap seat section for 
seeing an early spring start.

SOMETHING NEW

Those entering our Forest City offices 
will notice a new office space where 
the coffee table was. The need for 
expanded area for our fuel and 
agronomy departments made this 
area a nice fit servicing our customers 
and managing our growing asset 
base. Yes, the coffee table will still be 
upstairs AND downstairs if overflow 
is needed!

PLUG IT IN
                    

In the future, be it near or far, when a farmer goes to buy used motorized 
farm equipment, there is a way a buyer can get valuable information about 
the machine’s history. Simply request a technician to bring out their service 
computer, plug it in, and show any service code alerts that the machine had 
thrown in its past. These high tech monsters have an electronic onboard history 
base that could warn you, the potential buyer, of any previous problems the 
machine has encountered. It just might save a lot of “lemon” headaches down 
the road!

BY RANDY BROESDER

Usually in the timeline of farming there 
will be normally one or two commodities 
or livestock entities that will be seeing 
red on the bottom line while others are 
posting profits. Not so this year, so far. 
Futures markets are just anticipation of 
the future prices in the month posted. 
Right now, whether it’s corn, beans, 
hogs, or cattle, all are posting red ink for 
the current and for the future. The cash 
flow clock is running and many farmers 
along with the weather battles are very 
low on positiveness. The  headlines of 
farm income 50 percent below 2012, one 
out of five federal farm loans to farmers 
in default, and operating capital needs 
up 70 percent tell the story.
 

NOTHING BLACK

Deer herd east of Pilot Knob



DOWN AT THE CARDTROLS   

Gas and diesel prices have worked higher 
in the last 30 days thanks to weather, as 
well as LP rising a nickel. Number one 
diesel is very hard to get and we had to 
cut our blend at the cardtrol to a plugging 
point at -10 degrees to keep everyone 
rolling. Winners of $20 pork certificates 
are Orlen Moss, Shirley Roth and Lucas 
Johnson at Forest City and Dean Johnson 
at Kiester. Must be picked up at our 
offices by the end of the month.

READY FOR SPRING

It looks like March is going to come in like a lion with at 
least the first third of the month forecasted to be colder 
than normal with no temperatures in the 30s or 40s. 
Sunshine and above freezing temps would do wonders 
for at least morale as the weather has been hard on 
both livestock producers and the feed department’s 
equipment and workload. Producers’ livestock has been 
extremely stressed especially outside cattle and incoming 
weaned pigs.

 
Spring calving has begun and will be a challenge for cow/calf producers with the 
amount of snow and cold and also the inevitable mud that will be here. A couple 
of products that might be needed are OptiPrime Colostrum Replacer for those 
calves that are unable to get the all important colostrum from their mother and 
Calf-Cal for extra energy in milk replacer fed dairy or beef calves housed in cold 
environments. We floor stock and/or can get both these products to help calf 
producers in these emergency situations.
 
This month, we will welcome Kaleb Mohwinkel to the feed department. Kaleb 
will be working out of the Leland mill location driving truck. He comes with 
experience running a Minnesota feedmill so he will be able to help in other 
capacities within the feed department. By the end of the month you will be 
seeing him delivering orders on your farms. Please welcome him as he will be 
a great addition to our team. I am still looking into possibilities for our truck 
driver position out of Kiester mill. I would like to thank Dalton and Darrin from 
the agronomy department for filling in there and helping out.

BY MITCH THORSON

LOOKING FORWARD

At this time of year, we are finalizing our plans for the next 
planting season. On March 29, the government will release 
its Planting Intentions Report for the next crop year. This 
will be looked at to see if there is a reduction or shift in corn 
and bean acres.

 
The annual Crop Production Report was released on 
February 8. Estimated corn production was 14.4 billion 
bushels with a yield of 176.4 bushels per acre nationwide. 
Production and harvested acres (81.7 million acres) were 

down 1 percent from the year before. Soybean production totaled a record 4.54 
million bushels, up 3 percent from the previous year. The yield was estimated at 
51.6 bushels, up 2.3 for 2017, but 0.3 bushels less than the record crop of 2016. 
The delayed Stocks report showed corn stocks down 5 percent and soybean stocks 
up 18 percent.
 
Trade talks with China continue. Hopefully they will be able to come to the 
beginning of an agreement which will prevent more tariffs being imposed or the 
lifting of ones already in place. This will be a long process going forward.

BY KINGSLEY JOHNSON

MUST GO THROUGH!
                    

The old post office saying of mail 
delivery has nothing on coop delivery 
personnel this winter. Whether it’s 
driving dangerous roads, pulling 
hoses, or climbing feed bins to open 
lids, we thank these devoted and 
seasoned employees for their efforts 
and safety to do the job right!

LP AND FUEL:
Lonnie Burkhow
Larry John Folkerts
Kingsley Johnson
Tim Fiebelkorn

FEED:
Scott Robinson
Tollin Manwarren
Ash Lange
Dalton Berte
Darin Wiederhoeft
Travis Fiebelkorn

CAPTURING OPPORTUNITIES

As I sit and write this article today, our industry has just 
been through one of its most challenging years in 2018. 
Unfortunately the head winds are still not letting down as 
we enter 2019.

 
What’s creating these heads winds are a numbers of 
factors starting with low commodity prices, shortages of 
raw products that we make our products we use and to 
an unprecedented level of consolidation of businesses in 
our industry. Your Coop has maneuvered these challenges 

very well so far and we are working hard everyday to continue to make good 
choices in these turbulent times.
 
Where there are challenges, there are opportunities. We have had many 
challenges this year, but the Coop has also had many opportunities to help 
offset these challenges through new alignments with different suppliers as well 
as being able to bring new products to our patrons.
 
As we enter 2019 growing season. We are looking forward to meeting these 
challenges head on to help create those opportunities which will strengthen 
your cooperative.

As always we truly appreciate your business and look forward to serving you 
this coming year.

BY RANDY MAIN


