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SILENT SPRING?

One of the traditions of spring is bird migration starting with killdeer and robins in 
March and April and finishing with barn swallows and hummingbirds in early May. To 
many outdoors enthusiasts, the question is, “Where are the barn swallows?” Usually 
we find multitudes of them swooping across lawns or ponds, or trying to get into 
open sheds or garages, by May 15th. Are they really late or did weather, high winds, 
or bird flu challenge them? All we know is they are seriously AWOL in numbers!

HERE’S TO OUR HEROES!

With a short spring and short staff, 
these employees stepped up and had 
a record spring application. Our count 
is 54,000 acres covered in just eight 
long days. Our Coop runs on teamwork 
where employees of one department 
help another to finish the task for our 
customers. Congratulations and Thank 
You to the best!
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RED ZONE MARKETING

Farmers are about to enter one of the best times of the year to put points on the 
marketing board and greenbacks in your pockets. For new crop beans, only in 2008 
and 2012 did beans trade above $15 per bushel. In those two years, prices dropped 
to $9.00 in 2008 and in 2012 went from $17.94 to under $14.00 at harvest.

For corn, this is the fourth time new crop corn has traded above $7.00 in 2008, 2011, 
2012, and this year. Harvest lows dropped $4.00 in 2008, $2.80 in 2011, and only 
$1.30 in 2012 when we had a severe drought. Corn continued down for almost four 
years after 2012 to 2016. Prices will go lower. Guaranteed. Holding cash corn after 
mid June in most years is a loser! If bulled up,consider buying calls which have limited 
risk exposure and easier on the Maalox bottle! Your marketing field contains many 
landmines – Ukraine, weather, inflation, exports, and more which overnight can turn 
your market world upside down!

FEED SCOOP

June is Dairy Month! We thank the few dairy producers left in our area for all their 
hard work and dedication producing dairy products for our tables.

This month closes our fiscal year and we’d like to thank all our customers for their 
business and their trust in us with their feed needs. Thank you very much and we 
look forward in serving your needs in the upcoming year.

Just a reminder to producers who deliver corn for grain bank to the CF feed mill to 
bring in your scale tickets to us to get proper credit. Sometimes the scale operator 
does not write down who the owner of the corn is. By bringing scale tickets in we can 
match the bushels to producer.

BY MITCH THORSON



DOWN AT THE CARDTROLS   

Sorry to say today’s fuel prices are on 
the rise, especially when they can export 
fuel and make $.30 cents a gallon. We 
encourage you to keep your fuel and 
LP supplies filled on the farm. Cardtrol 
gallons are up for May but purchases 
using credit cards have doubled. This is 
not a good sign anytime as consumers 
are putting their purchases on credit. 
Inflation is on the run and history shows 
either a recession or interest rates higher 
than inflation rates will kill the beast. 
Either one could be brutal.

E-15  
What makes the air cleaner, provides 
good paying jobs, supports farm 
prices, and reduces the cost of fuel 
in your vehicle? It’s E-15. Thirty-one 
independent studies and millions of 
miles show that vehicles produced after 
2001 are made to handle, and will not be 
damaged by, E-15.

Winners of $20 pork certificates are 
Bruce Mielke, Martin Furst, and Daryl 
Krieger from our Forest City location and 
in Kiester, Edith Mutschler. Contact us for 
your certificates.

FATHERS DAY - 
FREE TICKETS

Heritage Park will host one of the 
largest company classic tractor 
shows June 17-19 when the Hart 
Parr (Oliver) Company comes to 
Forest City. Tractor rides, contests, 
great food, and some top notch 
show tractors will be here including 
some barn finds! Bring your dad, 
grandpa, grandson, uncle, or 
neighbors to spend a day and relive a 
lifetime of our rural heritage! This is 
gonna be good! Big parade will be be 
held at noon Saturday and Sunday. 
We have a limited number of free 
passes worth $10 each - first come, 
first served - at our Forest City and 
Kiester locations!

AND THAT WIND!

If these higher than normal wind speeds and days keep up, spraying of herbicides 
and fungicides will be an incredible challenge. One of the most challenged 
herbicides is dicamba which comes with strict application regulations. Dicamba 
has the ability to get up and move, damaging non-resistant crops and gardens up 
to miles away. Those using dicamba have been schooled, tested, and monitored 
and required to keep records of application environment. Dicamba’s application 
cutoff date is June 10 in Minnesota and June 20 in Iowa. Leave a 120-foot buffer 
strip next to susceptible crops and spray in three to 10 mph winds. Repeat, three 
to 10 mile an hour winds. Most importantly, ask your neighbor if in doubt and 
don’t assume! Please respect your neighbor’s property and livelihood.

RAIN GAUGE REVIEW

May March-May March-May Average Wind Speed
Forest City 2.16 6.06 9.94 TOO FRICKEN’

HIGH! 
RIDICULOUS 

ENOUGH 
ALREADY

Leland 2.09 6.82 10.64
Kiester 2.11 9.65 10.29
Buffalo Center 1.53 6.06 9.94

COVERAGE IS KEY

Take a look at this local experiment involving 
two samples of fungicide coverage on 
tasseled corn plants in 2021. One application 
was by aircraft and the other was ground 
application. Water sensitive papers were 
paper clipped to leaves above the ear of 
corn exactly the same distance in the field 
from the end rows. Fields were one mile 
apart. Ground application on right side was 
at 20 gallons per acre.

FROM THE GREEN TEAM

We made it. What an intense two-week planting period we had. That much work 
getting done in such a short period of time is truly amazing. FCA would like to thank 
everyone for working with us and being as patient as possible. The employees did an 
outstanding job, everyone chipped in and helped. It truly was a team effort.

I have mentioned in the past number of newsletters about the chemical situation. 
Things are looking very positive finally on the supply side. On May 31, FCA was able 
to procure enough glufosinate (Liberty) to get us through the majority of the spraying 
season. If you are still in need of a particular chemical and have had no luck finding it, 
don’t hesitate to give me a call and I will be happy to join you in the search. FCA has 
a number of people/connections that we can utilize to help in the search.

As far as chemical returns, FCA will take back jugs and totes that are unopened and 
still have the seal intact. If you have chemical non-performance issues, please let us 
know ASAP so we can go through the proper channels to help with resprays. Chemical 
manufacturers all have cutoff dates for resprays, so keep that in mind as the summer 
goes along. FCA will not service issues that you see as you are going through your 
fields this fall harvesting!

We are also seeing some good news on the fertilizer front. Prices are starting to back 
off somewhat. I don’t expect we will see huge decreases from the highs that we saw 
last winter and this spring, but early indications are they will certainly be helpful. 
When FCA gets into the markets in the coming months, we will do our best to get the 
word out in the country.

Have a great growing season and if you have any questions, comments, or concerns, 
please contact your account manager or me at 507-766-0510 and we will do what 
we can to help you out.

BY BILL MEYER


